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EU Live Issues

Raw Materials Initiative
The European Commission has launched a
Public Consultation on the Raw Materials Ini-
tiative. The consultation remains open until 24
March 2008 and is available on the newsroom
website of DG Enterprise.

We would be grateful if you could send us
your comments which we will include in our
lobbying strategy.

Soil protection

On 17 January, UEPG attended a meeting
with the spokesperson of the Permanent Rep-
resentation of Slovenia in Brussels, Mrs. Maja
Kocijan¢i¢. UEPG was informed that the
Slovenian EU-Presidency considers reintro-
ducing the Soil Protection Directive on the
agenda of the Council of the European Union
in March 2008.

Background

Austria, France, Germany, the Netherlands
and the United Kingdom voted against the
Soil Protection Directive during a Council
meeting on 20 December 2007. The blocking
minority means that the Council could not
achieve a Common Position on the text and
that the Second Reading of the European
Parliament will be delayed.

UEPG will use this time to coordinate its lob-
bying strategy together with NEEIP members.

Next steps

February 2008 Meeting with Slovenian
Presidency

Explosives

On 10 January, UEPG briefed colleagues
from Euromines and the Federation of Euro-
pean Explosives Manufacturers (FEEM) on

the draft Directive on the identification and
traceability of Explosives for civil use. The
three associations will send a common letter
to the European Commission outlining the
main concerns.

Background

According to the draft Directive, the “smallest
packaging unit” has to be assigned with a bar
code and an adhesive label which allows the
user either to scan the bar code or to attach
the adhesive label in a logbook.

It is still unclear, whether the term “smallest
packaging unit” could be interpreted as a sin-
gle cartridge or a bigger commercially sold
and sufficiently secured (sealed) package
containing hundred or more cartridges.

Next steps
UEPG will monitor the developments on the
identification and traceability Directive.

Respirable Crystalline Silica

On 22 January, UEPG attended the ad-hoc
NePSi Council meeting presenting the online
reporting software and addressing practical
challenges.
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Collecting reports from 50,000 sites across Europe
The online reporting software helps the industry to
reach extraction sites and to avoid double reporting.

The signatory parties of the Negotiation Plat-
form on Silica (NePSi) will invite their mem-
bers to participate in the reporting process.



The software facilitates the reporting of ap-
proximately 50,000 sites across Europe and
avoids double reporting. It is available online
and does not require installing a programme.

UEPG will organise a workshop on the im-
plementation software. This will take place on
7 March 2008 in the UEPG office in Brussels.
The objective is to give user-friendly guidance
on how to work with the online “Reporting”
software for the Social Dialogue Agreement
on Crystalline Silica.

As the reporting period is to be from 1 Febru-
ary 2008 to 1 April 2008, this is the only op-
portunity to see a demonstration of the site-
based “Reporting” software that UEPG mem-
bers will be asked to use.

David Yelland from Customised Mapping, the
company that has developed the SDA soft-
ware, will also address technical and practical
challenges experienced by then.

The workshop is free of charge for UEPG
members.

Next steps

7March 2008 UEPG  workshop  on
reporting software

UEPG News

UEPG newsletter in Spanish

The UEPG General Secretariat is pleased to
announce that a Spanish version of the
monthly UEPG newsletter, called UEPG Ac-
tualidad, will be now available.

Providing members of FdA with news from Brussels
Cesar Luaces Frades, Director General of the Span-
ish member Association Federacion de Aridos (FdA).

This is tanks to our Spanish colleagues from
the Federacién de Aridos (FdA) and their
Director General César Luaces Frades.

UEPG launches Issue Tracker System
The UEPG General Secretariat is pleased to
announce that the Issue Tracker System has
been finalised and is now available on the
UEPG website www.uepg.eu.
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Classifying Live Issues
The Issue Matrix lists all UEPG Live Issues classified

by priority.

The Issue Tracker System is an innovative
tool to monitor latest developments on EU live
issues having an impact on the European
Aggregates Industry.
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Concise information on a single sheet
The UEPG Issue Tracker provides members with key
information on live issues for the industry.

An Issue Tracker is a one-page document
which presents, in a precise and concise way,

Directives, Communications and EU Initia-
tives. Each paper provides the background,
key points, UEPG actions and next steps. The
UEPG General Secretariat produced 24 Is-
sues trackers, classified by high, normal and
low priority.

The Issue Matrix offers the user an overview
of all UEPG Live Issues leading via hyperlink
directly to the Issue Tracker. The Matrix clas-
sifies the issues in three categories according
to the level of priority.

Available on the website, these new monitor-
ing tools give UEPG members the opportunity
to be briefed on all relevant EU legislations
related to our industry in a precise and effec-
tive way, whenever needed.

UEPG Statistics 2006 online

As a result of the support of UEPG members,
the General Secretariat uploaded the Statis-
tics 2006 to its website www.uepg.eu.
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Figures on Marine Aggregates extraction included
The UEPG Statistics 2006 consider the increased
activity in Marine Aggregates extraction.

The European Commission, Research Insti-
tutes, journalists and other key stakeholders
are now working with UEPG statistics. The
developments of sound figures are important
and include for 2006 the production of Marine
Aggregates.

To ensure the accuracy of the figures avail-
able to the public we would be grateful if you
could provide us with any comments or
amendments as soon as possible.



